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By the stroke of midnight, most ladies 
her age would already be in deep 
slumber. But for 75-year-old Mrs Eme-

lie Wee, the night has just begun. 
That is when the retired Home Eco-

nomics teacher turns on her computer and 
enters the digital world: she checks out her 
favourite travel websites, views the latest 
cooking videos and catches up with her 
friends over social media and e-mail. 

It’s an almost daily affair for Mrs Wee, 
who reckons she spends about two to four 
hours every “morning” using her computer.

“Sleep is flexible. When you are retired, 
you can always wake up late or catch an ex-
tra nap in the afternoon,” quipped Mrs Wee.

No Fear, Just Travel
Mrs Wee is also always on the lookout to 
book cheap flights for the next holiday with 
her husband, and has picked up plenty of 
holiday tips from the web. Popular sites 
like Expedia and Trip Advisor as well as in-
die-sites such as the Independent Traveller 
are regular virtual haunts for Mrs Wee. 

Mrs Wee often goes for holidays with 
her close friends, classmates from Prima-
ry One. They have gone to Bali, Bintan, 
Bangkok and even Sweden and Russia. “I 
learned that the best days to fly are often 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays because 
those are the days when the airfares are 
generally cheaper,” she added.

She books her air-tickets and hotels 
online, using her credit card.

“There is no need to fear credit card 
theft. Just arrange for a smaller credit limit 
on your card,” she said.

One Door Closes,  
Another Opens Through Tech
Mrs Wee was not always this comfortable 
with tech. When she had to retire early at 
the age of 51 due to medical conditions, she 
had never even turned on a computer be-
fore. But she soon heard about the wonders 
of tech from friends, family and mass media. 

Over the years, Mrs Wee enrolled in 
various IT classes organised by various 
voluntary organisations such as the 
Singapore Council of Women’s Organisa-
tions, the Council for Third Age and RSVP 
Singapore. She is now a regular face at 
Tampines Changkat Community Centre 
and at various Silver Infocomm Junction 
learning hubs. She picked up her IT skills 
from attending these courses and then 
trying them out at home. 

When she has technical problems, Mrs 
Wee often calls Silver IT Care – a special 
tech hotline manned by tech-savvy senior 
volunteers – to try to solve her problems.

An avid reader and writer, Mrs Wee’ 
enjoys sending e-mail messages to her bo-
som buddy who lives in the United States. 
Mrs Wee puts in extra effort to create pho-
to collages and photo messages to keep 
her friend abreast of what is happening 
back in Singapore.

Making Memories
Mrs Wee is now the official family photog-
rapher. Not only does she whip out her 
trusty camera to shoot birthday parties 
and family get-togethers, she is also the 
one who creates photo collages and 
uploads them to the web-based Picasa 
albums before sharing them with the rest 
of the family.

In addition to her 
desktop PC, she also has 
a second PC connect-
ed to her TV to watch 
catch-up shows on 
the Toggle app and to 
view her eight-year-old 
granddaughter playing 
the piano on YouTube. 
She also has her own 
mobile phone and uses 
WhatsApp and Viber to 
make cheaper calls to 
friends and family. 

More Out Of Life
Tech has changed Mrs Wee’s life immeasur-
ably and her willingness to learn and adopt 
IT to her lifestyle has helped her get more 
out of life.

Her advice to other seniors who might 
still be hesitant: “Tech will open up a whole 
new world for you! You just need to spend 
the time to get to know it.”

By Oo Gin Lee

Tech will open 
up a whole new 
world for you! 
You just need to 
spend the time to 
get to know it.
- Emelie Wee
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IT savvy Emelie enjoys creating family collages using 
photo software.

Bridging the Gap
The Digital Inclusion initiative by Infocomm 
Development Authority of Singapore (IDA) 
comprises four main programmes to enable 
everyone from young to old to go digital. 

FOR STUDENTS  
The NEU PC Plus Programme offers  
students and persons with disabilities  
from low-income households the  
opportunity to own a brand new 
computer bundled with three years of free 
broadband, at an affordable price.  
Find out more at www.ida.gov.sg/NEUPC

FOR SENIORS 
The Silver Infocomm Initiative is an active 
ageing program that aims to promote IT 
awareness and literacy among seniors 
aged 50 and above. For more information 
about IT courses for seniors, go to 
www.ida.gov.sg/SII 
For more information on the Silver IT Care, 
please go to 
www.rsvp.org.sg/silver-it-care-programme 
or contact the hotline: 6485 6134 from  
Monday to Friday, 12.30pm – 3.30pm

FOR LOW-INCOME 
HOUSEHOLDS WITH NO SCHOOL-
GOING CHILDREN
The Home Access programme makes the 
Internet more accessible and affordable for 
low-income households, by providing home 
broadband connectivity and a tablet.  
Find out more at www.ida.gov.sg/HA 

FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
The Enable IT programme allows people  
with disabilities to adopt infocomm and 
assistive technology (IT/AT) to enhance 
their daily lives. Find out more at  
www.ida.gov.sg/EnableIT

For more news on the Digital Inclusion 
programmes, follow IDA Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/IDA.Singapore,  
call 6211 2100 or email info@ida.gov.sg.  
#SmartNation #ICThePossibilities 
#BeInclusiveSG

IT’s a Wonderful World at 75

This grandmother spends 
two to four hours on the 
Web every night – booking 
holidays, checking and 
sending email and is also the 

who creates photo collages.


